
   “““TTThhheee   CCCiiitttyyy   WWWiiittthhh   aaa   HHHeeeaaarrrttt”””      
  
 Jim Ruane, Mayor 
 Rico E. Medina, Vice Mayor 
 Ken Ibarra, Councilmember     
 Irene O’Connell, Councilmember 

 

MINUTES 
 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
 

December 15, 2009 
 

5:30 p.m.  
 

1.   CALL TO ORDER:  THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT the San Bruno City Council met in special 
session on December 15, 2009 at San Bruno’s Senior Center, 1555 Crystal Springs Road, San 
Bruno, CA.  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.   
 

2.   ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Presiding was Mayor Ruane, Vice Mayor Medina 
and Councilmembers O’Connell and Ibarra in attendance.  Recording by Clerk Bonner.  City 
Attorney Thompson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA:  None. 
 

4. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: 
 

Conduct Interviews of Applicants to Fill Vacant City Council Seat.  
 

       Mayor Ruane introduced City Manager Jackson who said this meeting is being televised and 
gave a brief overview of the extensive amount of time a councilmember’s job responsibilities entail. 
 

       Mayor Ruane introduced the candidates: 
 

       Rick Biasotti introduced himself and gave a description of his background and shared why he 
wanted to be a councilmember. 

 

Councilmember O’Connell asked what Biasotti thought of a new library?   Biasotti said he  
was happy to see the City develop new properties and had no objection if we could afford it.  
Councilmember O’Connell asked if he felt there was a need for one?  Biasotti said he believed 
we could use a new library. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked what he felt about the grade separation.  Biasotti said it would 
expand and open our downtown to people coming in via rail. 
 

Councilmember Ibarra asked what he felt about San Bruno?  Biasotti said this is his home 
and he isn’t going anywhere.  Councilmember Ibarra said everything perfect?  Biasotti said he 
was happy here. 
 

Vice Mayor Medina asked what he saw as the biggest challenge.  Biasotti said keeping 
the budget balanced.   

 

Mayor Ruane asked if he had been involved in labor negotiations.  Biasotti said yes, as a  
manager, dealing directly with unions.  Negotiations were done on a corporate level.  Mayor 
Ruane asked his hourly commitment at Lunardi’s.  Biasotti said 45-50 hours per week, all hours of 
the day. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked his understanding of the budget.  Biasotti said he has a basic 
understanding.  Councilmember Ibarra asked his feeling of the next step the City might face in 
budget cutbacks.  Biasotti said that is a difficult question.  He said there has to be some way of 
bringing in new revenues. 
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       Mayor Ruane asked what he felt about fire/police consolidations?  Biasotti said there needs 
to be some sort of semblance our folks can be promoted up the chain/ladder. 
 

       Kevin Chase introduced himself and gave a description of his background and shared why he 
wanted to be a councilmember. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked his ideas on creating employment?  Chase said there is an 
opportunity in the downtown corridor to create jobs for shop owners and small businesses.   
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked how he viewed the role of a City councilperson?  Chase 
said as a steward for the citizens of San Bruno.  He saw it as a great opportunity. 
 

       Vice Mayor Medina asked his views on consolidation with neighboring jurisdictions.  Chase 
said it is not always a pleasant transition.  He would prefer it be kept separate, but there are 
circumstances where it might be necessary.  He would like to see the options. 
 

       Mayor Ruane asked if he could make the time commitment.  Chase said he could. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked his knowledge of the budget?  He asked about saving money 
vs. morale?  Chase said he didn’t know a lot about the budget, just vague; however, numbers are 
numbers.  He said if he were elected he would turn to the expertise of existing councilmembers.     
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked if he was faced with a tough decision of what he heard from 
staff and what is a good saving measure for the community, how would he deal with that?  Chase 
said you have to do the right thing and go along with the consolidation. 
 

       Felix Aberoutte introduced himself and gave a description of his background and shared why 
he wanted to be a councilmember. 
 

       Mayor Ruane asked if he had reviewed the budget?  Aberoutte said he had not. 
 

       Mayor Ruane asked his feeling about consolidation?  Aberoutte said where he worked there 
was consolidation and it didn’t always work.  He believed there are other avenues but morale of a 
City worker is important if it is shown it can be helpful for the City.   
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked what was the most crucial thing for San Bruno to change?  
Aberoutte said more businesses need to be brought in to drive up sales. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked if there was anything he would like to accomplish?  
Aberoutte said another City is trying to bring in a sports arena.  Manteca is bringing in $400,000 a 
year.  He said he would like to explore those things to bring in more revenue to meet the expenses 
of the City. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked why he didn’t run in the election?  Aberoutte said a lot of time 
was consumed in his retirement.  Councilmember Ibarra asked why it was his goal?  Aberoutte 
said he would like to be part of the team and make a difference in the City.   
 

        Vice Mayor Medina asked about his background in labor negotiations.  Aberoutte said other 
than being in the union, nothing.  Vice Mayor Medina asked what he saw as Council’s role?  
Aberoutte said the Council’s role is what is best for the City of San Bruno. 
 

       Scott Buschmann introduced himself and gave a description of his background and shared 
why he wanted to be a councilmember. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked what he would like us to take time for the next five years.  
Buschmann said he is really excited about the downtown corridor, revitalization, five-year plan, a 
library would be nice. He said we need to take the time and improve our business areas as much  
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as we can to attract customers.  He also said the grade separation will look nice and is a great 
gateway to our City. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell said sometimes we need to say no and asked how he would deal 
with that.  Buschmann said as a councilmember that is their job and he would be willing to make 
those calls. 
 

       Vice Mayor Medina asked his views on shared services and consolidation.  Buschmann said 
shared services saves money; however, he was concerned about response time lost on shared 
services.   
 

       Mayor Ruane asked his three top priorities over the next five years?  Buschmann said the 
downtown area and business areas, cleaned up parking lots; public safety doesn’t hurt in the next 
five years because of the budget; and finally, the grade separation is something nice and there 
isn’t too much disruption. 
 

        Councilmember Ibarra asked for an example of where he had been a team player.  
Buschmann said as a member of the Chamber of Commerce every year there is an annual 
meeting and decisions are made that are not always what he wanted but he made sure the job 
was done being a team player. 
 

        Councilmember Ibarra asked if he was familiar with what the Council has been going 
through?  Buschmann concurred.   
 

        Councilmember Ibarra asked if he knew what would happen if we found out there was a big 
shortfall in the budget?  Buschmann said while briefly reviewing the budget he had seen big 
overtime and big benefits, those were the first places he would go.  For revenue he said identifying 
those business without licenses. 
 

       Stephan Marshall introduced himself and gave a description of his background and shared 
why he wanted to be a councilmember. 
 

       Mayor Ruane referred to a comment made about the segment unrepresented in the City?  
Marshall said first time homeowners he works with don’t seem to take an interest. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked how he would engage people as a councilmember.  
Marshall said maybe in two years he would have the opportunity to urge people to vote.  
Councilmember O’Connell asked as a Councilperson how he would get people engaged?  
Marshall said as a Commissioner on the Parks and Recreation Commission he has seen there is 
a lot people don’t know about. 
 

      Vice Mayor Medina asked what approach he would take to balance the budget if there were a 
shortfall?  Marshall said without hearing the other side of the issue it would be hard to say.  Vice 
Mayor Medina said a $500,000 shortfall?  Marshall said he had thoughts but until he had the 
opportunity he didn’t feel comfortable throwing out ideas.  Vice Mayor Medina asked where he 
saw the Council in labor negotiations.  Marshall said he had not been involved.  Vice Mayor 
Medina asked how he saw Council’s role?  Marshall said research the budget, where the staff is 
coming from, make the best decision they can make without affecting public safety. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked for his three top priorities. Marshall said one, downtown should 
be number one; two, more residential use of the downtown; three, open space issues could be 
improved. 
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       Councilmember Ibarra asked for the children what was the best thing that could be improved 
in the recreational facilities.  Marshall said schools and our junior high need to be addressed.  
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked how he would detach himself from issues as a realtor.  
Marshall said he would have to step down and detach himself.  Today he deals with it directly.  
Councilmember O’Connell was trying to distinguish between realtor and Councilmember.  
Marshall said as a homeowner he would want to make the best decision for other homeowners. 
 

       Greg Pierce introduced himself and gave a description of his background and shared why he 
wanted to be a councilmember. 
 

       Mayor Ruane asked if he made policy with AYSO.  Pierce said he is a volunteer, area-wide.   
 

       Mayor Ruane asked what he did as a trained facilitator?  Pierce said he received on-the-job 
training, which allowed him to work with several groups at the Chronicle to help solve problems. 
 

       Mayor Ruane asked if he was involved with labor negotiations.  Pierce said he represents the 
company with the labor force. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked where his energy would be put.  Pierce said it would be 
put in the downtown area, which is a huge opportunity to improve what we have. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked what he would do if he could change one thing?  Pierce 
said the school district and the youth of the City should get the best education possible. 
 

      Vice Mayor Medina asked about shared services?  Pierce said there have been many 
changes at the Chronicle.  He said there is an obligation to uphold the best interests of the City 
and to listen to staff as well and to come to the best decision that serves the majority.  
 

      Vice Mayor Medina asked if he had views on what could be regarding budget issues.  Pierce 
said you have to do what you have to do.  Tough and smart decisions need to be made, work 
together as a team and come up with a decision that is good for the City. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra asked how he felt about San Bruno.  Pierce said he saw opportunity.  
While there are some advances being made, we need to do a better job. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra asked if he had difficulties on the High School Oversight Committee.  
Pierce said he was not able to fully do the duty asked to do.  He said he thought he was naive and 
since then he feels he should have looked harder; however, it was an advisory committee. 
 

       Michael Salazar introduced himself and gave a description of his background and shared why 
he wanted to be a councilmember. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked what keeps you here in San Bruno?  Salazar said the sense of 
community.  He felt his family was welcome here. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked what he knew about the challenges Council is facing right now.  
Salazar said he knew there were cuts that have been made and consolidation of services.  He said 
he felt in the end focus needs to be on the quality of life for the people of San Bruno and City 
standards and not impacting our staff.  Furloughs have a good way of avoiding layoffs.  He 
suggested raising taxes. 
 

       Councilmember O’Connell asked what he would do for San Bruno?  Salazar said he would 
like to see San Bruno become a leader in sustainability.   
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       Vice Mayor Medina asked what he saw as the biggest challenges facing our City in the next 
year, aside from the budget.  Salazar said public safety.  He said San Bruno is a safe City but 
there are issues with gangs.  Focusing on our young people is important. 
 

       Vice Mayor Medina asked where he saw the Council’s role with labor negotiations. Salazar 
said to represent the people of San Bruno.  Maintaining moral and dignity of he people serving the 
community is important. 
 

       Mayor Ruane asked about consolidation?  Salazar said he has thought about it but his 
concern was the level of service and morale of the people affected by it.  It is an important financial 
decision but he would like to have all other things considered before the final decision is made. 
  

Mayor Ruane thanked all the applicants for their applications.   
 

5. CLOSED SESSION: 
 

       Closed Session for the Purpose of Providing Direction to Legal Counsel whether to Initiate 
Litigation. (Cal. Gov't Code S. 54956.9(c)) 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT:   
 

Mayor Ruane closed the meeting at 7:08 p.m.  He said a special Council Meeting will be held 
on December 16, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall, 567 El Camino Real, San Bruno to pick a new 
Councilmember.  The next regular City Council Meeting will be held on January 12, 2010 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Senior Center, 1555 Crystal Springs Road, San Bruno. 
 

Respectfully submitted for approval 
at the regular City Council Meeting of 
January 12, 2010 
              ________________________________ 
              Carol Bonner, City Clerk 
 
 
 
              ________________________________ 
              Jim Ruane, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


